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On May 8, Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella revealed a new agreement in principle between
Argentina and Great Britain to jointly protect maritime resources around the Malvinas Islands.
The agreement is being hailed as a breakthrough in efforts to strengthen bilateral relations.
Nevertheless, the accord coincides with a new decision by the British to extend their maritime
claims around two other islands in the South Atlantic. In November 1992, Argentina signed a
broad accord with the European Economic Community (EEC) that permits European companies
to fish without restrictions off Argentine shores. That accord in turn encouraged Argentina
and Great Britain to open tentative talks at the end of 1992 over general fishing practices and
maritime conservation in the South Atlantic (see Chronicles 12/10/92 and 01/14/93). The talks,
which continued throughout the first half of this year, paved the way for a new agreement in
principle in early May for joint collaboration in environmental protection efforts. In a public
declaration announced on May 8, both nations agreed to immediately prepare bilateral conservation
measures in the Malvinas area, and incorporate those measures into future fishing accords that will
eventually regulate fishing practices around the Malvinas islands. Di Tella called the new agreement
"historic," since for the first time Great Britain is formally recognizing Argentina's presence
around the Malvinas, and thus is implicitly suggesting that Argentina has certain territorial rights
in the area. President Carlos Menem as well called the joint declaration a "major achievement"
for Argentina, since it should lead to eventual Argentine rights to freely cruise throughout the
South Atlantic. Nevertheless, coinciding with the joint declaration over conservation issues, Great
Britain unexpectedly announced that it will extend its exclusive economic zone from 12 miles to
200 miles around the Georgia and Sandwich Islands, which rest 1,000 km. and 1,300 km. east of
the Malvinas, respectively. Both countries have claimed all three territories since 1833, leading to
a brief war in 1982 over territorial rights to the Malvinas. In 1990, following an eight year break
in relations, the two nations finally reestablished diplomatic ties under an agreement which calls
for the postponement of all territorial talks indefinitely in favor of normalizing all other bilateral
relations, such as economic cooperation and commercial accords. Consequently, Britain's decision
to extend its claims around the Georgia and Sandwich Islands provoked angry responses from the
Argentine government. The Menem administration says it will submit a formal protest to the UN
and the Organization of American States (OAS). Still, Argentine officials say they will not allow the
territorial dispute to disrupt efforts to improve trade and cooperation. "The sovereignty issue will
not affect the good relations with Britain in the economic sphere," said Di Tella. Added President
Menem, "Argentina's claim over the three archipelagoes is firmly anchored in resolutions from the
UN General Assembly. But even without desisting from our sovereign rights in the South Atlantic,
Argentina will push ahead on negotiations with Great Britain over all other matters." (Sources: Inter
Press Service, 05/07/93; Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 05/08/93)
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